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First record of predation of Hemidactylus turcicus
by Argiope bruennichi (Arachnida: Araneidae)
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ResuMeN: Se reporta un primer caso de depredacion de un juvenil de Hemidactylus turcicus por

parte de la arana tigre Argiope bruennichi, asi como se incrementa el conocimiento de la distribu-

cién conocida de H. turcicus en la isla de Mallorca con una nueva cuadricula UTM 10x10 km.

The Mediterranean gecko Hemidactylus
turcicus is a widely distributed species along
the Mediterranean Basin and the Middle
East with some introductions to Canary Is-
lands and the American continent (Behler &
King, 1988; Barbadillo ez 4/, 1999). This species is
considered introduced at the Balearic Islands
(Pinya & Carretero, 2011), where it inhabits in
warm coastal areas (Esteban e 4/, 1994; Palerm,
1997) with a preference for anthropogenic ha-
bitats (Carranza & Arribas, 2015). It is confined
to such areas with vertical walls (Vogrin & Mi-
klic, 2005) as well as stonewalls and edges.

Many vertebrate predators of H. turcicus
has been reported (Rato, 2015), such as the
horseshoe whip snake Hemorrhois hippocre-
pis, the barn owl 7jto alba, the African hed-
gehog Athelerix algirus, the lesser white-too-
thed shrew Crocidura suaveolens, the black
rat Rattus rattus, the least weasel Mustela
nivalis, the common genet Genetta genetta,
and domestic cats Felis catus (Salvador, 1998)
and even some lacertids such as Podarcis si-
culus (Capula & Aloise, 2011).

During a nocturnal field trip in 21 Oc-
tober 2017, at 11:51 pm, a large female of
Wasp spider Argiope bruennichi was observed
feeding on a juvenile AH. rurcicus (Figure 1).

This observation was recorded at Jornets (Sen-
celles, Balearic Islands, Spain) (ETRS 89: 31N
4946105 4392027; 69 masl). The individual of
A. bruennichi was onto a web located between
vegetation and a traditional stonewall next to a
road feeding on a fresh captured juvenile body
of H. turcicus enveloped in silk.

Photo Enrique Pantoja

d

(Hemidactylus turcicus) by a Wasp spider (Argiope bruen-
nichi) in Jornets (Mallorca, Spain), on October 21, 2017.
Figura 1: Depredacion de un juvenil de salamanquesa rosada
(Hemidactylus turcicus) por una arana tigre (Argiope bruenni-
chi) en Jornets (Mallorca, Espafia) el 21 de octubre de 2017.
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Concerning to the predation of H. turci-
cus, as far as we are concerned, this note cons-
titutes the first predation record involving
A. bruennichi. Some invertebrates have been
reported preying on genus Hemidactylus such
as Argiope picta over H. frenatus (Turner, 2018).
Furthermore, several Araneae species were re-
ported on predating over Hemidactylus such
as Heteropoda venatoria (Neogi & Islam 2017),
Nephilengys cruentata (Diniz, 2011), an uniden-
tified Ctenidae species (Lanschi & Ferreira 2012)
and Tidarren sisyphoides (Roberts et al., 1999).

On the other hand, the locality where the
predation event took place (UTM 10 x 10:
DD99) was not recorded previously as part of
the distribution area of H. turcicus in Mallor-
ca. All the records of this species at the island
are located very close to the coastline since it
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is thought the species inhabits basically warm
coastal areas (Esteban er al, 1994; Palerm, 1997).
Neither the consulted biodiversity databases
(BIOATLES, 2020: Biodiversity database of the Govern-
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diversity database of the University of the Balearic Islands
linked to GBIF) nor the previous published distri-
bution atlas (Geniez, 2002; see also SIARE, 2020) in-
cluded any observation of H. turcicus at inland
territories. From now on, it is recommended to
revise the Mallorcan distribution of H. turcicus,
especially at those inland areas where a popula-
tion could have gone unnoticed for years.
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