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RESUMEN. En la regién de Oporto (Portugal) existen registros histéricos (siglo XIX) de la presen-
cia de la culebrilla ciega (Blanus cinereus) y del eslizén ibérico (Chalcides bedriagai) cuya veracidad era
cuestionada por los herpetdlogos locales. En este articulo, se incluyen tres nuevos registros para B. cine-
reus'y dos para C. bedriagai que amplian en dos y una cuadriculas UTM 10x10 Km la distribucién de
las dos especies. Con estos nuevos registros, se profundiza en el conocimiento de la distribucién de
ambas especies y los registros histdricos ganan credibilidad.

The Iberian Worm lizard (Blanus cinereus) and the
Bedriaga’s Skink (Chalcides bedriagai) are two reptiles

NF25/35 and one for C. bedriagai UTM 29T NF35)
were considered dubious due to the geographical dis-
endemic to the Iberian Peninsula whose ranges dis-  tance to the nearest populations and especially becau-
play a geographical pattern almost coincident with  se of the existence of other very questionable records
the Mediterranean climatic region (Pleguezuelos er 4,  in the same area (Alytes cisternasii, Vipera seoanei) pos-
2002) although both species, particularly C. bedriagai,  sibly resulting from mislabelling of the specimens in
present isolated records in areas with Adlantic influen-  the University of Porto’ collection. During the first

ce. In northern Portugal, both are absent from the  half of 2008, we recorded three new observations for

coastal stripe with the exception of historical records
in the Porto region (e.g. Bedriaga, 1890; Ferreira, 1895)
compiled by the first time by Crespo & Oliveira
(1989). These records (two for B. cinereus UTM 29T

B. cinereus and two for C.bedriagai in the region of
Porto, resulting in two and one new 10x10 km UTM
squares for each species distribution, respectively

(Table 1). These discoveries bring reliability to the old
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ones, which are adjacent (Figure 1), and contribute to
clarify the distribution pattern of these two species. In
fact, they suggest that the same geographical corridors
have allowed the expansion of those species into bio-
climatic regions otherwise unsuitable for both species.
The Douro valley, warmer and drier than the
surrounding plateaus (Direcgio Geral do Ambiente, 1995)
seems to provide the conditions required by B. cizne-
reus and C. bedriagai at a micro-habitat scale permit-
ting the intrusion of these typically Mediterranean
species into the Atantic bioclimatic region (Sillero,
2006). Nevertheless, this trend is already known for
the C. bedriagai’ distribution which present its north-
western limit on the Galician coast, an area dlearly
inserted within the Adantic bioclimatic region.
Further field work would be necessary to confirm the
connection of these populations with the nearest ones
known. However, this present connection, as the
eventual persistence of the historical populations,
might not be dependent only from bioclimatic con-
ditions but also deriving from very recent (< 50 years)
landscape disturbances, mainly due to intensive agri-
culture and urbanisation (Moreira ez 2/, 2001).

A

M bibiograghic data
= m <0 new records

Douro River

Figure 1. Location of the new (0) and bibliographic (O) data for
Blanus cinereus (A — red) and Chalcides bedriagai (B — green).
Figura 1. Localizacién de los registos nuevos (0) y bibliograficos (1)
de Blanus cinereus (A — rojo) y Chalcides bedriagai (B — verde).

TaBLE 1. GPS records (X/Y coordinates and UTM 10x10 km square) of Blanus cinereus and Chalcides
bedriagai. The date, the number of individuals and the locality are also indicated.

TaBLA 1. Registros GPS (coordenadas X/Y y cuadricula UTM de 10x10 km) de Blanus cinereus y
Chalcides bedriagai. Se indican igualmente la fecha, el nimero de individuos y la localidad.

Date (2008 Species N°individuals ~GPS point ~ UTM Sqr Locality Habitat/ Landscape

January 22 B. cinereus 1 adult (shed) 552892;4546567 29TNF54 Gondomar — Melres Eucalyptus Forest

April 30 B. cinereus 2 juveniles 541767;4546649 29TNF44 Gaia — Crestuma  Mixed Cork-oak Forest

June 11 B. cinereus 1 adult 551149;4544946 29TNF54 Gondomar — Moreira Cork-oak Forest

July 9 C. bedriagai 1 adult 549174;4543419 29TNF54 Gondomar — Lomba Mixed Cork-oak Forest

July 9 C. bedriagai 1 juvenile 549015;4544539 29TNF54 Gondomar — Lomba Mixed Cork-oak Forest
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