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Resumen: Se aportan algunos casos de poblaciones de vibora hocicuda, Vipera latastei, que se

han mantenido aisladas en paisajes intensamente modificados por el hombre, de baja altitud,

en el sur de la peninsula ibérica, gracias a la conservacién de parches de vegetacién natural. Al-

gunas ya han desaparecido, otras ain podrian mantenerse, pero unas y otras son una prueba de

lo que predicen los modelos de distribucién, que la especie potencialmente ocupaba la mayoria

de las altitudes y paisajes presentes en la peninsula ibérica.

Although the current distribution of La-
taste’s viper, Vipera latastei, in the Iberian
Peninsula appears basically mountainous, de-
tailed examination of distributional data also
demonstrates presence in lowlands, particu-
larly in the south (Pleguezuelos & Santos, 2002).

Ecological-niche factor analysis indicated low
marginality and high tolerance scores for the
Iberian population, suggesting the species
was able to live under any environmental
conditions present within the region. The
presence in the north of other parapatric vi-
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per species (Vipera aspis and Vipera seoanei),
general transformation of the landscape, and
human density, however, negatively affect oc-
currence of V/ latastei (Santos et al., 2006). After
working in Cédiz Province between 1969 and
1972, SDB reported V. latastei populations
within the province to be extremely isolated,
localized, and of low density, and suggested
it was possible that centuries of goat grazing
and agriculture had eradicated the species
from most lowlands of southern Spain (Bu-
sack, 1977). For the same reason, theoretically
it is possible to find isolated populations of
Lataste’s viper in lowland areas that have esca-
ped destruction of natural habitats.

On 31 March, 1972, an individual (Fi-
gure 1; CM 157695) was collected on Finca
Guadalbardilla, a large property approximate-
ly 15.6 km (airline) ENE (compass direction
78 degrees, true; approximately N37.50007° /
W5.47059°; -~ 161 masl) from Carmona, Se-
villa Province, by one of us (MM). The area
during 1972 was a wild hunting area (coto)
of about 0.20 to 0.25 km? populated by holm
oaks, wild olive trees, low shrubs and bushes
(mastic trees, royal palms, kermes oak, rockro-
ses) with a seasonal lagoon at one end, and in-
habited by a diverse community of birds and
mammals. Dogs and horses were frequently
bitten by vipers during hunting. The protec-
ted hunting area, then surrounded by a grove
of olive trees and processed agricultural land,
was destroyed, trees and shrubs uprooted, land
plowed, and lagoon dried out, in the 1990s.

In June, 2012, the shepherd at the Finca
la Monclova (Figure 2), a very large property
6.2 km (airline) NNE (compass direction 22
degrees, true) from Fuentes de Andalucia, Se-
villa Province (N37.516963°/W5.315283¢;
~ 167 masl) informed us that cattle in an
approximately 1.1 km?* plot devoted to ran-

ching, but with native vegetation and a seaso-
nal lagoon, were sporadically bitten by vipers.
Cattle poisoning by vipers was apparently
more common 35 years ago, when the area of
this plot was approximately 6 km?. Following
issuance of Act 34/1979 “sobre fincas ma-
nifiestamente mejorables” (BOE, 1979) that,
with some exceptions, permits governmen-
tal appropriation of farms determined to be
underutilized for livestock or agriculture, the
owners converted much of the original plot
to agricultural use. Repeated surveys by MF
and JMP in 2012 and 2013 failed to find vi-
pers, a situation not unusual for elusive snake
species (Seigel, 1993).

Vipera latastei likely has been extirpated
from Finca Guadalbardilla. A relict popula-

tion may yet survive at Finca la Monclova,

Figure 1: Vipera latastei, skin prepared by MM
(CM 157695). (March 2013).
Figura 1: Vipera latastei, piel preparada por MM
(CM 157695) (Marzo 2013).
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Photo J.M. Pleguczuelos

Figure 2: La Monclova, Fuentes de Andalucia, Sevilla
Province. The forest behind the cattle corresponds to
the remaining patch of natural vegetation supporting
an isolated population of V. latastei.

Figura 2: La Monclova, Fuentes de Andalucia, provin-
cia de Sevilla. El bosque detrds del ganado corresponde
a los restos de una mancha de vegetacién natural que
alberga un poblacién aislada de V. latastei.

and even at nearby Finca Miura-Zahari-
che (12 km WNW [airline], approximately
N37.52545°, W5.45011° - 148 masl; com-
pass direction 275 degrees, true; L. Gar-
cia-Cardenete, personal comunication). But
nearest known “donor” populations on the
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