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Hyla meridionalis was described by Boettger
in 1874 as Hyla arborea var. meridionalis. Thus,
the correct name is Hyla meridionalis Boettger,
1874 (see García-París, 2004; García-París et al., 2004).
However, several works use another authorship
form (e.g. Rodríguez-Jiménez, 1986; Hodar &
Camacho, 1991; Tejedo-Reques, 2002; Barbadillo &
Lapeña, 2003; Comisión de Taxonomía de la AHE,
2005): Hyla meridionalis (Boettger, 1874). The
International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature (ICZN, 1999) says on its Article
51.3 about the use of parentheses around
authors' names (and dates) in changed combi-
nations: “When a species-group name is com-
bined with a generic name other than the origi-

nal one, the name of the author of the species-
group name, if cited, is to be enclosed in paren-
theses (the date, if cited, is to be enclosed
within the same parentheses)”.

Therefore, the combination H. meridiona-
lis has not changed as the species was inclu-
ded originally in the Hyla genus, described
previously by Laurenti in 1768.
Consequently, the use of the author of Hyla
meriodionalis between partheses is not
correct. Important documents as the Atlas of
Amphibians and Reptiles in Spain (Pleguezuelos
et al., 2002) and the Spanish official species list
(Comisión de Taxonomía de la AHE, 2005) are pre-
senting an incorrect authorship form.
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RREESSUUMMEENN.. Diferentes trabajos utilizan dos nombres distintos para denominar a la ranita meridio-
nal: Hyla meridionalis Boettger, 1874 e Hyla meridionalis (Boettger, 1874). La segunda forma es
incorrecta  pues el nombre del autor no debería escribirse con paréntesis ya que la especie fue
incluida originalmente en el género Hyla.
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